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‘“ The Devil offered all conceivable opposition to
our journey, making use of the false prejudice [17]
held by these Savages, that Baptism causes their
children to die. Omne of their chief men declared to
me, in arrogant and menacing terms, his intention,
and that of his people, to abandon me on some desert
Island if I ventured to follow them farther. We had
then proceeded as far as the rapids of the river des
prairies, where the breaking of the Canoe that bore
me made me apprehensive of the threatened disaster.
We promptly set about repairing our little Vessel;
and, although the Savages did not trouble themselves
either to aid us or to wait for us, we were so expedi-
tious as to join them near the long Sault, two or
three days after we started.

‘“ But our Canoe, having been [18] once broken,
could not long be of service, and our Frenchmen,
already greatly fatigued, despaired of being able to
follow the Savages, who were thoroughly accustomed
to such severe exertions. Therefore, I resolved to
call them all together, in order to persuade them to
receive us separately into their Canoes,—showing
them that our own was in so bad a condition as to be
thenceforth useless to us. They agreed to this; and
the Hurons promised, although with much reluctance,
to provide for me.

‘ On the morrow, accordingly, when I came down
to the water’s edge, they at first received me well,
and begged me to wait a very little while, until they
were ready to embark. After I had waited, and
when I was stepping down into the water [19] to
enter their Canoe, they repulsed me with the asser-
tion that there was no room for me, and straightway
began to paddle vigorously, leaving me all alone with



